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Review begins into state adoption laws  
 

The State Government has appointed a leading academic to undertake a comprehensive 
review of South Australia’s adoption laws. 
 
Minister for Education and Child Development Jennifer Rankine said that Associate Professor 
Lorna Hallahan from Flinders University would carry out the review. 
 
“I want to ensure that this review is both thorough and sensitive to the concerns of the broader 
community,” Ms Rankine said. 
 
“With a strong background in social work and disability advocacy, I believe Associate 
Professor Hallahan has both the insight and the experience to guide this review. 
 
“South Austraila remains the only state where parties to an adoption can apply for a veto, 
which prevents information from being provided that would identify a child or birth or an 
adoptive parent. 
 
“This is just one of several issues to be canvassed through the review process, which will also 
consider: 
 

•             Adoption of a person over the age of 18 years 
•             Retention of the child’s birth name 
•             Same-sex couples and adoption 
•             Single person adoption 
•             Discharge of adoption orders in certain circumstances.” 
 

Ms Rankine encouraged members of the public to have their say through the review process. 
 
“We want to ensure our adoption laws are contemporary, meet the best interests of the child, 
and take into account the needs and wishes of people seeking to adopt as well as those who 
relinquish a child for adoption,” she said. 
 
“I would encourage anyone with an interest in the issues surrounding adoption to take part in 
the consultation process to ensure that their views are considered as part of this review.” 
 
As part of the review Associate Professor Hallahan will meet with government agencies, 
NGOs, individuals and special interest groups.  Public submissions can be made via 
www.yoursa.gov.au  or by email at DECDFamiliesAdoptionReview@sa.gov.au   
 
The review is now open, with submissions closing on March 30. 
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