
Australian Government 

Australian Institute of Family Studies 

Re: Invitation to participate in the Forced Adoptions Service Providers Scoping Study 

The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) has 
commissioned the Australian Institute of Family Studies (AIFS) to undertake the Forced Adoptions Service 

Providers Scoping Study. The study will be conducted between August 2013 and February 2014. 

The study is part of the Australian Government's response to the recommendations of the Senate Inquiry 

regarding the Commonwealth's contribution to former forced adoption policies and practices. These were 

announced by the then Prime Minister, the Hon. Julia Gillard, when she apologised on behalf of the 

Australian Government to people affected by forced adoption or removal policies and practices on 21 

March 2013. 

The purpose of the scoping study is to develop options for service models that will enhance and 
complement the existing services to improve support for people affected by forced adoption policies and 

practices. The scoping study will: 

• Map the current support available for people affected by forced adoptions; 

• Determine how the system currently meets the needs of those affected; 

• Identify any gaps in the service system; and 

• Provide options for how to complement the existing services to improve the support available to 

those affected. 

One of the key activities of the study will involve AIFS researchers organising a series of half-day workshop-

style consultations across the country with service providers. 

This will include adoption-specific services (who provide therapeutic support, peer support, family tracing 

services), but will also include mainstream services where people affected by past adoptions are likely to 

seek support (including health, mental health, psychological and counselling services). This series of 

national workshops and consultations will be held in both metropolitan and regional locations in all states, 

and in one location in the ACT and the NT. 

The workshops will concentrate on two distinct areas: 

1. Presentation of the findings of the National Research Study on the Service Response to Past 

Adoption Practices, and subsequently gathered information which has identified the needs of 

those affected by forced adoption, and the support to adequately meet those needs. 

2. Discussion with participants to consider how 'best practice' models can be incorporated into the 

current network of services. 

We are seeking your help to ensure we have the best possible response to this study. 

By participating in the scoping study, your organisation has the opportunity to help inform the 'best way 

forward' following the National Apology on behalf of the Australian Government to people affected by 

forced adoption or removal policies and practices. 



Australian Government 
Australian Institute of Family Studies 

We would like to invite you and your relevant staff to attend the workshop in your local area in October 
2013. We will be in contact with you to discuss the specific timing in the coming weeks. 

In order to help promote the study we would greatly appreciate it if you could: 

a) Put information about the study on your website, including a link to the AIFS study website 

(http://www.aifs.gov.au/pae/scopingstudy/index.html)  

b) Put information about the study in your newsletters and other relevant material that you circulate. 

c) Forward information to other contacts you have who may be willing to promote and/or be involved in 

the study. 

To register your interest in participation, or if you have any questions, please contact Pauline Kenny by: 

• Email:  Pauline.Kenny@aifs.gov.au   

• Phone: 03) 92147893 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

With best wishes, 

Professor Alan Hayes AM 

Director 
Australian Institute of Family Studies 

10 September 2013 
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