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Sir Anthony Hart, Chairman of the Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry in Northern 
Ireland has issued an appeal for victims and survivors of childhood institutional 
abuse in Northern Ireland to come forward to the Inquiry.   

Speaking ahead of an advertising campaign in countries where history has 
demonstrated migration patterns from Northern Ireland a spokesperson for the 
Inquiry said: 

“Sir Anthony wishes to ensure that as many victims and survivors as possible are 
made aware of the existence of the Inquiry, and of the steps which the Inquiry is 
taking to try to address the fears of those who may be worried about lifting the 
telephone to talk to the Inquiry. 

“The Inquiry appreciates that, for many victims and survivors, recounting their 
experiences can be very painful and traumatic.  Applicants have an option of 
recounting their story to the Acknowledgement Forum, the statutory Inquiry or both.   
The Inquiry is aware that many children from homes in Northern Ireland were sent to 
Western Australia in particular, and so is anxious to hear from any of them who may 
have suffered abuse in residential institutions (other than schools) in Northern 
Ireland before they were sent to Australia.  Depending upon the number of 
applicants and their personal circumstances representatives from the 
Acknowledgement Forum and the Inquiry legal team will meet with individual 
applicants in convenient centres in Australia.  Where personal circumstances will not 
permit applicants to travel to a central location a decision as to the meeting location 
will be taken on a case by case basis.   

“So far the individuals who have contacted the Inquiry have identified over 35 
locations that come within the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference, and these fall into a 
number of different categories.  These figures relate to specific homes or locations, 
not to the number of organisations and there are more allegations in respect of some 
institutions and locations than others. Some institutions had premises in more than 
one location, and so the number of organisations is less than the number of 
locations.  
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• 15 locations run by local authorities.  These are mostly children’s homes 
that were run by what were then county council welfare committees.  
Since the re-organisation of local government in the early 1970s these 
have been the responsibility of various bodies from time to time, although 
1 of the 15 is a workhouse that we believe went out of existence not long 
after the Second World War.   

• 4 institutions directly provided and run by government, such as borstals 
and training schools. 

• 3 institutions provided and run by voluntary organisations that were 
associated with a Protestant denomination, or were run by a voluntary 
secular organisation. 

• 13 locations of voluntary institutions provided and run by Roman Catholic 
religious orders. 

 

In conclusion the spokesperson said “Application forms can be downloaded from the 
website www.hiainquiry.org, by available upon request by emailing the Inquiry on 
general@hiainquiry.org.  Alternatively you can write to the Inquiry at HIA Inquiry, PO 
Box 2080, Belfast, BT1 9QA, Northern Ireland.   

 

ENDS 

Notes to Editors 

1. Following an inter-departmental task force report, the Northern Ireland Executive, 
on 29th September 2011, announced there would be an Investigation and Inquiry 
into historical institutional abuse.  

2. On 31st May 2012, the First Minister and deputy First Minister announced the 
Terms of Reference for the Inquiry, and advised the Assembly of the Chair of the 
Inquiry and of the Panel Members for the Acknowledgement Forum. 

3. An amended terms of reference to widen the scope of the Inquiry from 1922 - 
1995 was announced by the First Minister and deputy First Minister on 18th 
October 2012. See http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-191012-
ministers-widen-historical. 

4. For the purposes of this Inquiry “child” means any person under 18 years of age; 
“institution” means anybody, society or organisation with responsibility for the 
care, health or welfare of children in Northern Ireland, other than a school (but 
including a training school or borstal) which, during the relevant period, provided 
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residential accommodation and took decisions about and made provision for the 
day to day care of children; “relevant period” means the period between 1922 and 
1995 (both years inclusive). 

5. The Inquiry will be chaired by Sir Anthony Hart, assisted by Panel members 
Geraldine Doherty and David Lane.  Acknowledgement Forum Panel members 
are: Beverley Clarke, Norah Gibbons, Dave Marshall QPM and Tom Shaw CBE. 

6. The Inquiry is formally established under The Inquiry into Historical Institutional 
Abuse Act (Northern Ireland) 2013 which became law on 19th January 2013.  

7. To date, 250 individuals have made applications to the Inquiry. 

8. Attached is jpeg image of a poster for distribution and a photograph of a woman 
looking at the bus shelter advertisement which were placed throughout Northern 
Ireland.   

9. A limited number of radio interviews slots with the Chairman and Panel members 
are available over the incoming month.  Radio outlets programmes/current affair 
programme/news bulletins which can demonstrate significant listening figures are 
welcome to bid for the opportunity to undertake a pre-recorded interview.     

10. For further information contact the Inquiry on: general@hiainquiry.org  
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