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Family violence and the developing child. 
Prevalence, risk and developmental outcomes.

Early childhood development and family violence 
The Centre for Social and Early Emotional Development 
(SEED) supports a cutting-edge program of research 
into healthy emotional development across the 
life-course.
In this forum, the Early Childhood StIn this forum, the Early Childhood Stream of SEED pre-
sents the latest research on the unique developmental 
challenges to social and emotional growth for children 
growing up in a climate of family trauma, often in the 
nexus of parental separation and ex-couple violence.  
Visiting Professor Amy Holtzworth Munroe, Indiana Uni-
versity, unpacks current general population prevalence, 
and the additive risks of family separation. Professor 
McIntosh, Deakin University, describes current evidence 
on the developmental sequelae for young children of 
growing up in contexts of acute and chronic parental 
conflict and violence, with a focus on early attachment 
security. Implications for earliest screening and inter-
vention are discussed, across community and court 
sectors.

Special Guest and Discussant:  
Professor Louise Newman AM
Director, Centre for Women’s Mental Health
The Royal Women’s Hospital

Registration fee:
Online Registration is essential - places are limited
$55 (includes afternoon tea) 

Registration : 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/family-violence
-and-the-developing-child-tickets-35365016717

Amy Holtzworth Munroe (PhD Universi-
ty of Washington) is Professor of Psy-
chology, Indiana University. Professor 
Munroe has a long history in intimate 
partner violence research, with a focus 
on treatment. Current work includes ex-
amination of Intimate Partner Violence 

and Custody Decisions for the National Institute of Jus-
tice; US Dept of Justice). She is co-author of the MASIC 
risk screening tool, advisor to the Family Law DOORS 
project, and collaborator with McIntosh on Child Inclu-
sive approaches to dispute resolution for parents in con-
flicted divorce. Holtzworth Munroe was the 2012 recipi-
ent of the AFCC Stanley Cohen Distinguished Research 
Award for outstanding research achievements in the in-
ternational field of family and divorce, and is a Fellow of  
the Association for Psychological Science.

curity. Jennifer is also a clinical psychologist of 30 
years’ experience, specialising in family trauma. Her re-
search focus has been on parenting interventions that 
minimize negative impacts for children.  She has pio-
neered and researched approaches to Child Inclusive Di-
vorce Mediation, and co-authored the Family Law 
DOORS Risk Screening Framework, now validated on a 
sample of over 6,000 separated parents and children. 
Her research has been pivotal to multiple innovations in 
the Australian Family Law service sector, and policy de-
velopments internationally. McIntosh was the 2011 re-
cipient of the AFCC Stanley Cohen Distinguished Re-
search Award, for outstanding research achievements in 
the international field of family and divorce.
 

Jennifer McIntosh (PhD University of 
Melbourne) is Professor of Attachment 
Studies, Deakin University and Director 
of the Melbourne Attachment and Car-
egiving Lab, based in the Australian 
Temperament Project Generation 3 in-
ter-generational study of emotional se

Monday October 16, 1:30-4:30pm 
(Registration from 1pm)

Deakin University (Downtown Campus)
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